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tion of knowledge. But a visit to Europe in the search of mere
pleasure would seem to be intolerable. When a Prince passes most
of his time outside his State, there is chaos in his State. We have
seen that In this age of democracy and dissemination of knowledge
no State or organization which is not popular or beneficial to the
people can continue to exist. Indian States are not immune from
the operation of this law* Their administration will always be
compared with that of the British now, and of the swaraj govern-
ment when swaraj has been established. King George cannot
leave England without the consent of his ministers. And yet his
responsibilities are not so great as those of Indian Princes. Indian
Princes retain all power in their own hands. They make the ap-
pointments even to minor posts. Their permission is needed even
"for the construction of a bridge. In these circumstances their
visits to Europe are very distasteful to their subjects.
The expenditure incurred on these visits Is also intolerable.
If the institution of kingship has a moral basis, Princes are not
independent proprietors but only trustees of their subjects for
revenue received from them. It can therefore be spent by them
only as trust money. It may be said that this principle has been
almost completely carried out in the English Constitution. In my
humble opinion the lavish expenditure incurred by our Princes
in Europe is absolutely indefensible.
Sometimes this expenditure in Europe is sought to be justi-
fied on the plea that Princes go there for the benefit of their health.
This plea is perfectly ludicrous. No one need, in the search of
health, leave a country where Himalaya, the king of mountains,
exercises undisturbed sway, and which is watered by such mighty
rivers as the Ganges, the Indus, and the Brahmaputra. A country
where millions of men enjoy perfect health should be enough to
supply the Princes' needs on that score.
IMITATION OF THE WEST
But perhaps the worst disadvantage of these excursions is the
shallow imitation of  the West by the Princes.  We have much to
learn and receive from the West, but there is also   much in   it
which must be rejected.  There is no reason to suppose that what
suits the climate of Europe will equally suit all climates. Expe-
rience teaches us that different things suit different climates. The
manners and customs of the West could be but ill-digested by the
East, and vice versa.   Among Western  nations men and Women
dance together, it is said, with restraint and, as report goes, do
not overstep the bounds of decency although they indulge in spiri-